Vicki Chandler
Interview Questions and Answers
Tell us a little about yourself and what you do.
I’m a wife, mother (of two grown sons and a daughter-in-law), and a grandmother. I’m an educator, MS patient,
and a child of the King.
My husband and I enjoy traveling (visiting our granddaughter and her parents, going to speaking engagements).
We sometimes enjoy watching local sports teams.
In my spare time, I love to photograph God’s creation. I have a collection of things that make me smile or help
others giggle (brain floss, a mannequin, a marionette, a 6 foot workman’s boot…)
What is the name of your book, who is the publisher, and when is it scheduled to come out?
Heart Eyes: Beth and the Bullies is now available on Amazon (published by CreateSpace).
What is the book about and who is the audience?
In the Heart Eyes series, Beth sees others differently. She uses her insight about people to bring about change.
As a peacemaker, Beth inspires bystanders to respond creatively to bullying.
Heart Eyes: Beth and the Bullies includes follow-up questions adults can use to guide discussions about how to
prevent bullying.
The series is written for children in grades 2 through 4. It is intended to be read to children by educators,
counselors, librarians, parents, and grandparents.
What motivated you to write the book?
I share the collective frustration about bullying as a parent (of a son who has ADHD and mental illness and who
was bullied), as an adjunct professor (teaching special education courses), as a former administrator, as a former
special education teacher, and as a former classroom teacher.
I wrote the picture book "Heart Eyes: Beth and the Bullies" because of the growing evidence that bystanders are
also intimidated by bullies, rendering some of them fearful of reporting bullying.
What’s your experience with bullying? What’s your perspective?
As a bystander: Fifty years ago I witnessed a classmate get bullied on a regular basis. None of the students
knew she was sick. All we knew was that she couldn’t run around at recess, couldn’t take gym, and was absent
a lot. Either she was teased or ignored by kids in the class. Then one day our teacher told us Susan died. It’s
bothered me ever since because I didn’t do anything to help her. I could have sat with her at recess or joined her
at lunch.
As a parent: My son got bullied all throughout school. His ADHD made him an easy target. Other children
taunted him without being seen by teachers. When Chris turned around, the teachers assumed he was causing
some disturbance. When he was in sixth grade, kids beat him up after he got off the school bus. He was stuffed
in a locker. Children took things from him (his textbooks, his trombone…).
As a teacher: Whenever students got bullied at recess, they’d come into the classroom reporting it. It was
difficult to get the facts having not been outside when the harassment occurred. It was frustrating and time
consuming. Often investigating those incidents infringed on valuable teaching time.
As an administrator: Often students reported bullying on the bus, in the hall, or other places where there were
no adult witnesses. Sometimes parents called to report incidents of bullying their child experienced. It was
difficult to prove the offenses. It was challenging to get the guilty student to admit the bullying.
As a professor: Future educators are concerned about the ongoing issue of bullying. As classrooms become
more diverse, there are increasing numbers of vulnerable students who can become victims of bullying. College
students seek tools to help them combat the problem.
What’s the most important question to ask?
What’s the heart of the problem?
Bullying continues because the heart of the problem is the heart.

We’ve been addressing the behaviors (the symptoms) and not the driving force behind those behaviors (the
cause): the heart. Children choose friends who are popular, attractive, rich, and athletic. They play with friends
in their own clicks, rather than looking for someone who might need a friend. They are motivated by selfish
desires (power, acceptance, attention, protection).
“The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?” Jeremiah 17:9
Children need the renewing of their mind:
“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will
be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” Romans 12:2
The good news is that children can be taught to “see others differently.”
Sometimes children are ignored, as though they are invisible and worthless. Children can be taught to notice
them.
Sometimes children are bullied for a superficial characteristic (a disability, a physical trait that makes them
stand out…). Sensitivity lessons can elevate compassion. Children will begin to see inner beauty and hidden
potential in others.
What is the message of your book? What has been the response of your readers?
The Message:
 New research shows that bystanders of bullying are also intimidated by bullying. That’s why many are
fearful of reporting incidents witnessed. Heart Eyes: Beth and the Bullies offers them a new option. It
demonstrates how seeing others differently provides new insight. That insight empowers them to
respond creatively to bullying. The central character, Beth, inspires children to mobilize other
bystanders in order to protect and include victims.
 Biblical message:
It’s not a script (“See something, say something”)…it’s scriptural. Biblical themes consistent with the
message of the picture book include: persecution (bullying), being a peacemaker, and showing
compassion & kindness.
The power of the Holy Spirit will enable children to see others with heart eyes. God will protect. He will
help children problem solve. Those whose hearts are open to Him will find creative solutions.
There is hope for victims of bullying: God is omnipresent. Because He’s everywhere, He goes with
children wherever they go (at recess, on the bus…).
Christ is our refuge, our mediator, our savior, a solid rock. He’s familiar with bullying, having suffered
the worst form of abuse (physical, mental, emotional, spiritual). He’s acquainted with what children
struggle with: loneliness, untrue accusations, misunderstandings, rejection.
Related to this biblical message of the book: We all face figurative bullies—thoughts and fears the
enemy uses to distract us from God work.
Response of Readers: Everyone responds enthusiastically…even with a sense of urgency to get the message out
so children will be empowered to stop bullies. Each person spontaneously shares their story about bullying,
proving the problem is pervasive and strikes a chord.
What do you mean by a Christian perspective of bullying?
The picture book and series contain biblical themes: peacemakers, compassion, kindness, persecution
(bullying).
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” Matthew 5:9
Are there examples of bullying in the Bible?
God’s people & Israelites have been bullied throughout all time. Goliath was a bully. Saul bullied David.

Are there solutions provided in the Bible?
The Bible includes verses related to seeing others with heart eyes.
“But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord
does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the
heart.’” 1 Samuel 16:7 (NIV)
“So from now on, we do not think about what people are like by looking at them. We even thought about
Christ that way one time. But we do not think of Him that way anymore.” 2 Corinthians 5:16 (NLV)
Children (and all of us) struggle like Paul:
“For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing.” Romans 7:19
But the Holy Spirit helps us respond in love, in gentleness, in kindness, with self-control.
Are there assurances for victims of bullying? Does the Bible provide answers to the victims?
Be confident in the power that works within.
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power
that works in us.” Ephesians 3:20
Reflect on God’s protection.
“The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.” Psalm 9:9 (NIV)
How to speak:
“A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” Proverbs 15:1
What to Do:
Pray for enemies.
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:43-45
Does the Bible provide hope and comfort for parents of victims?
God is omnipresent. Because He’s everywhere, He goes with children wherever they go (at recess, on the
bus…).
Christ is our refuge, our mediator, our savior, a solid rock. He’s familiar with bullying, having suffered the
worst form of abuse (physical, mental, emotional, spiritual). He’s acquainted with what children struggle with:
loneliness, untrue accusations, misunderstandings, rejection.
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort,
who comforts us in all our troubles (2 Corinthians 1:3-4).”
“And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus (Philippians 4:7).”
Did you learn anything from writing your book, and what was it?
I learned from my Christian writer’s critique group how to improve my writing (to “show and not tell”). I’ve
also learned quite a bit about art from my illustrator, Ryan Jackson (when he explained how he’s able to draw
his astounding illustrations).
What do you hope your readers will take away from reading your book?
One child can make a difference when bystanders of bullies are taught what to do when they witness bullying
(other than telling an adult).
Children will begin to see others differently. They will use their heart eyes to detect what kids wish others
would know (our hurt, our fears, our potential…).
[We all could use a Beth in our lives.]
What book or authors have influenced your life and writing?
 Barbara Johnson (author of Stick a Geranium in Your Hat and Be Happy and others): great sense of
humor (fun collection) in the midst of great trials…was like a modern-day Job
 Joni Eareckson Tada

What are your current or future projects?
 I’ll continue writing more books in the Heart Eyes series, and am busy getting the word out about the
message of the book Heart Eyes: Beth and the Bullies (teaching a course at Bucks County Community
College for teachers and parents, speaking at MACSA’s teachers’ conference in November, going into
elementary classrooms in local public schools…).
 Ongoing writing projects:
 Connecting with other moms with children who have mental illness @ my blog
 Writing devotions for Rest Ministries (an online Christian ministries for people like me who
have chronic illness or pain)

